ANN LANDERS and a 
fellow tlv the nanu' of 
Johnny RMtcn arc on the 
same track uhen it 
cumes to lotting the pub- 
lic know about teen- 
agers. 

Ann does it with her 
daily advice column and 
Johnny and his friends 
known as the Sex Pistols 
will give their insights 
into adolescence this 
Sunday in San Antonio. 

And while Ann Landers 
doesn't have any prob- 
lems getting columns in 
newspapers, the Pistols' 
appearance here has 
been preceded by some 
difficulties. 

FOB INSTANCE. U.S. 
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By BEN KING Jr. . 



government officials wer- 
en't too sure they wanted 
the British band in the 
country. 

But it's easy to see why 
the U.S. Embassy ini- 
tially wouldn't grant the" 
rock group visas. To 
some people it would be 
like giving a team of 
Communist brainwash 
experts "access to every 
high school in the 
country. 

You see, the Sex 




JOHNNY ROTTEN 



Pistols band members 
aren't exactly whole- 
some. They spit up a lot 
in public, make obscene 
gestures at everything 
that moves and. most of 
all. tell teen-agers to give 
up on the future. 

Adults generally write 
them off as punks, except 
'of course' the ones who 
stand to make a buck off 
the group and the craze 
it's started. They call the 
Pistols artists and 
visionaries. 

ANYWAY, the Pistols- 
fans show their agree- 
ment with what the Pis- 
tols have to say by 
dressing in punk fa- 
shions. To be a chic punk 
the following items are a 
necessity: 

1. One T-shirt ripped 
in several places and 
preferably emblazoned 
with such punk heroes as 
Adolph Hitler and Son of 
Sam. 

2. Chopped hair that 
sticks out in all direction 
much like a porcupine. 

3. Safety pins struck 
through either the nose 
or ear lobe. This usually 
signifies whole- hearted 
agreement with the Pis- 
tols' view of life. 

ONE OF THE BEST 
exarrfpies of how the Pis- 
tols feel is the lyrics to 
their biggest hit in Eng- 
land. "Anarehv in the 
U.K.": 

"I am an anti-Christer, 
1 am an anarchist . I 



don't know what 1 want 
but I know how to get it. 1 
want to destroy it." 

Then there's the song 
"Pretty Vacant." which 
features basic rock 'n' 
roll chords along with 
lyrics like: "Don't ask us 
to do a thing, because 
we're not there. Don't 
pretend because we don't 
ca re ' " 

So what does this all 
have to do with sweet ole 
Ann Landers, who only 
uses safety pins to hold 
up her clothes when so- 
mething breaks'.' 

Well last week, for in- 
stance. Ann printed a 
letter from a typical 
teen-ager who listed her 
problems as being: "Sick 
of needing to be some- 
body and knowing I never 
will. Sick of almost run- 
ning away but losing 
courage, sick of wonder- 
ing if I'm really insane." 

ADD A FEW rock 
guitars an drums and you 
essentially have a Sex 
Pistols' song about being 
an adolescent in the 
1970s. 

In essence, the Ann 
Landers' letter and the 
Sex Pistols are saying 
that growing up nowa- 
days hardly seems worth 
the effort, because it all 
seems so hum-drum. 

What Johnny Rotten 
seems to be screaming 
and spitting up about is 
that the middle-class 
dream of a station wagon 




SEX PISTOLS in a typical concert 



and a house in the su- 
burbs is boring. Boring. 
BORING. 

So to break the tedium, 
the Sex Pistols are fol- 
lowing the lead Eh is 
Presley sel in 1953 when 
he started shaking his 
hips on TV and acting in 
a way adults thought was 
outrageous and threaten- 
ing. 

ONLY NOW it's 1978 
and the Pistols have to do 
a lot more than shake 
their hips to get parens 
upset. 

They also have to voice 
the sheer frustration 
many teen-agers 
apparently feel when 
they think aboul their !u- 



The 



suit of these fac- 



tors is summed up by a 
description of the finale 
of a recent Pistols' con- 

"Towards the end of it. 
any ideological barriers 
are broken down. The 
audience, thaf has been 
studying how to behave, 
starts throwing beer at 
the band. 

THE BAND starts 
hurling beer back, fid- 
lowed, a lot more dan- 
gerously, by a micro- 
phone stand. The musical 
accompaniment to all 
this is a grinding, crash- 
ing, ditty with the re- 
peated line "the problem 
is you.'" 

Obviously, the Pistols' 
have an important mes- 
sage. The problem is a 



lot of people don't wan! to 
hear it. 

* * * 
The Sex Pistols will 
appear at 8 p.m. Sunday 
at Randy's Rodeo. UY.U 
Bandera Road. Tickets 

are » M ' m 
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Electric hot 
pants invented 

CliKOlTON. Kn^land ( A I') - Tun 
]-')-> t-in -iiJii lirihsh schoolboys base 
designed an eieetne Irtmscr suit to 
keep old people warm 

I'aill i,om;lhorp< and I'etrr foimint. 
pupils al Hie same school in Das Devon 
roiinlv limn, said thov ^ol Die idea 
when an elderly local woman died from 
hypothermia — low- body temperature 

— a condition thai often afflicts the old. 
They said the suit works like an 

electric blanket — complete uilh cord 

— and costs about lun cents a das to 



s movements, the insentor.s belies e 
is practical because telaliwh 
lohile periods are when the elder h 
most susceptible to hypothermia 
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Thick clouds of billowing black smoke pour forth from a South Side refuse dump as firemen work to conta 
the blaze. The fire lasted for hours and could be seen for miles. See story, Page 6A. — Staff Photo by 
Charles Barksdale 
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Police c«m-:c rw.k show 



By MICHAEL QUINTAN ILL A 
While blaring three-chord nick mu- 
sic kept punk enthusiasts ip anticipa- 
tion (if the Sex Pistols illduprs at 
Kandy's Rodeo Sunday night~\five 
police ears with flashing lights ! ynd 
one paddy wagon drove up blocking the 
entrance. 

Rumors of reports of\beefcd-up se- 
curity were evident. Tile red lights 
continued to flash until/the first punk 
rocker apprehended Sunday night for 
causing a disturbance was placed in 



According to the patrol officer, the 
2'J-year-old man was dragged from the 
front of the stage and handcuffed for 
throwing empty beer cans at the per- 
formers. 

Witnesses reported the punk rockcr 
was picked up by his armpits and 
dragged about 51) feet by an officer 
before another officer surfaced to as- 
sist in handcuffing the young man. 

The two officers then picked him up 
to his feel and escorted hnu outside 




SNARLING at audience. Sex Pistols lead singer Johnny 
Rotten entertains punk rock fans Sunday night at 



Hie ma 
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i gre> 



sported a short, bio 
in the punk traditio 
As of Hk.W p.m., n 
r. ported HowewT 



fans of the punk rock 
-. were .to emerge after 
find their cars gone, 
hauled off cars which 
larked in the vicinity of 
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Continued front Page I A 
and tin- debris ch ared „ff !!.•• ;,;«::-r::. 
that sencd as the stage 

After one particular!.'. u"a\ - <•::-• 
laughl. the IVlols returnee a:.e »:« .,; 
the guitarists said "Wiiooror tut me 
011 the lip. I wail! you to kru.w ;' m.r: 
lili! I don'! care. " 

Then, as the ovhat.im r-emm-t >...: 
Vicious, bass guitar pkr..r aie----:.;. 
hi! Brian Kalpitl of I omh-r: a- Katie:. 
ai!cni|ited 10 iiioiint the .sia-.ro :., op - 
press his displeasure the ..;:'.. .;.'- 
act. 

Dislike 

"1 don'i like what ihi-y -tare! tor i 
don ! like the way they look Tho'. '">■ 
pis! sewer ra!s Willi guitar- •'a;;.,:, 
said. He !old rcp.irP-1's that as if- !:','■<; 
to gel on stage. Vicious l it :.;::'. .:. It.- 
head with the bass guitar 

Kalpin was hamicufieii b> s. . :^;'> 
poller and led outside win re hi- wa- 
released. 

Approximately 75 persons ieft wh.-:i 
the pistols walked on! on stage. 

"They are one of the worst '_-roi.ps !: , 
the universe."' said (ieorgo Humor 
Several of those «h» walked out sate; 
they had conic only because they won 
curious. 

In addition to Mee sijuad otticrrs. tt.. 
Rev Kd Human was in the a:ida-ia > 
passing out leaflets atld sa;. ;:.g !..- was 
there to convert .lohrur. Rot;--: l:.- 
leader of tile Pistols 

Enthusiasm 

Hut the overwhelming number m 
crowd showed raw enthusiasm f,..-- if-,- 
group. Shouting. ap(jlause ami t m- 
showers (if junk on stage were ah e'. ;■ 
dence of their [avur. 

"The violence was overplayed and 
the public expected too muck from 
them." said one fan. Vai Maury .-: 
Austin. 

The San Antonio performance w.-.s 
the biggest turnout yet f-,r V - 
concert tour of tile British putts roc. 
group. Concerts in Atlanta ar.d M 
phia attracted only about >ino Tit. »..;. 
lout crowd here included :tu!i:.--m.. 
entertainment wnt.ers and repor'ero 
from Utiuion. Los Angeles. N'oemry 
the major television networks ar.d 
various other media 

There were audience ulemaers wt.o 
said they had come Iron, as far awa;. 
as Austin and Housior, A tow itte 
concert goers came dressed tt, "a- 
punk fashion, pnpulart/ed b;. 
grotipt dog collars, ripped T-shirro ar.d 




; . i.s- turned out to 
'.',:i_ tile sat'.-';, pu 

Safety pins 






PUNK rock paraphernalia is worn by fan Lisa Rossi at 
Sex Pistols concert Sunday night. The safety pins were 
sold at the concert and are split in the middle. 
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60. Low 40. 
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S.A. 'SHOO » T' 



JOHNNY ROTTEN, left, and Sid Vicious, stars of the Sex 
Pistols, perform at Randy's Rodeo Sunday night 



By BEN KING Jr. 

EXPkESS ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

The Sex Pistols — England's 
notorious punk rock group — 
had a "shootout" in San Antonio 
Sunday night and won — a pie in 
the face was exchanged for a 
whap with a bass guitar. 

No one was injured in thr fracas 
which erupted al Randy's Rndeo sifiTJ 
the raucous concert resumed shortly 
alter the incident. 

The brief incident came when an 
outraged member of the audience 
stunned the static, hit a hand member 
with a pic in the face and was whacked 
on the head by the bass player. The 
incident passed quickly, however, and 
the concert resumed. 

The Sun Antonio fans gave the Sex 



Pistols their biggest welcome yet on 

the group's U.S. concert tour. 

More than 2.00(1 punk rock fans and a 
couple of hundred curious packed the 
country-western entertainment spot 
and shouted, screamed and threw beer 
cans and paper cups in approval. 
Fireworks were also set off. 

Many of the fans came attired in 
punk rock clothing — torn shirts, 
painted faces and assorted chains and 
other paraphernalia. 

Members of the San Antonio Police 
Department were present at the 
group's appearance to insure contro- 
versial top-rock band did not violate 
slate obscenity. laws. 



The British band has gained a 
worldwide reputation for vomiting and 
undressing on stage. 

While none of that happened, the 
2,200 fans who crowded into Randy's 
Rodeo were content to watch the band 
perform its celebrated punk rock re- 
pertoire. 

The group's songs called for anarchy 
and expressed disillusionment with 
middle-class life. 

Shower «f beer 

The group — led by singer Johnny Rot - 
ten — was met by a shower of beer 
cans and a flurry of obscene gestures 
from the audience. 

The band members returned the 



gestures and made threatening mo- 
tions at audience members sitting near 
the stage. 

The group opened with "God Save 
the Queen." the song which refers to 
the British monarchy with a variety of 
obscenities and four-letter words. 

Out of control 

During another song in the group's 
hour-long act, Johnny Rotten donned 
handcuffs and jumped around like an 
otil-of-control marionette. 

As the show progressed, the fans 
displayed true punk rock form. They 
showered the stage and the singers 
with mashed paper cups, squashed and 
unsquasheri beer cans and other litter. 

The barrage of garbage got so bad, 
the show was stopped several times 

See SEX PISTOLS. Page 3A 
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Rotten 



just 

another 
Siamese 

Old Man George Wither- 

spoon and "Uncle Jim were 
sitting in front of the general 
store Sunday afternoon en- 
joying the sunshine and talk- 
ing about the Sex Pistols. 

"i see in the paper wnere one ot 

those weirdo English rock groups is 
gonna be in San Antone tonight." 
Uncle Jim said. 

"That so 9 " replied the Old Man, 
showing more interest in the stick 
he was whittling than the 
conversation. 

'"One of the singers calls himself 
Johnny Rotten," Uncle Jim said. 

"Huh," grunted the Old Man. He 
picked up a nearby Dr Pepper can 
and look a. swig. 

Safety pins 

"Sometimes this Rotten fell a 
pukes while he's singing." Uncle 
Jim said. "And he wears safety pins 
in his ears. Don't that beat all?" 

The Old Man didn't say anything. 
He seemed preoccupied with cut- 
ting notches in his stick. 

"'What you think about that?" 
Uncle Jim persisted. 

"Think about what?" \ 

"This weird English guy." 

"Oh. 1 don't know." the Old Man 
said, laying his knife down. "1 
guess I feel sorry for him. It must 
hurt awful to stick a safety pin 
through your ear." 

Uncle Jim chuckled. "'No use 
worrying about him." he said. 
"He's laughing all the way to the 
bank." 

"Uh-huh. So were the Siamese 
twins." said the Old Man. 

"What Siamese twins?" 

"The ones who used to come 
through here every year in that 
freak show." 

People pay *■ 

"What's that got to do with 
Johnny Rotten'.'" Uncle Jim asked. 

"People pay to see him the same 
as they paid to see the Siamese 
twins." said the Old Man. 

"Not according to the article 1 
read." said Uncle Jim. "Kids are 
supposed to identify with this Eng- 
lish bunch because they sing about 
how boring middle-class life is and 
about how they want to tear things 
down — you know, cause a little 
excitement." 

The Old Man picked up his knife 
and started whittling again. 



"They're just a sign ot the 
times," Uncle Jim added. 

Old Man Wilherspoon muttered 
something under his breath. 

"What 'd you say?" Uncle Jim 
asked. 

"Hogwash," the Old Man said. 
"They're a singing version of a 
freak show. Only they sell puking 
and safety pins through the ears 
instead of two-headed cows and 
Siamese twins." 

Outburst 

There was a pause in the con ver- 
sa! ion following the Old Man's 
outburst. Finally Uncle Jim said: 
"Then you don't think kids are 
bored these days?" 

"Some of 'ciii are and some of 
"em aren't, same as when we were 
kids." said the Old Man. "But 
that's because of the differences in 
people, not because of the times. 

"Take this stick here." He held 
up the twig he'd been whittling. "'I 
call this a Nothing Stick because as 
far as 1 know you can't do nothing 
with it. # 

"Now. 1 suppose some folks would 
get bored sitting around making 
Nothing Sticks. But I don't. You 
know why?" 

Uncle Jim shook his head. 

"Because." the Old Man said. 
"I'm an interesting fella to be 
with." 

Uncle Jim laughed. 

Never dull 

"•I'm serious." said the Old Alan. 
"If the people you're with are ima- 
ginative and interesting, life isn't 
dull. Well. I'm always with mysell 
and since I'm imaginative and in- 
teresting, my life is never boring. 

"On the other hand, dull, ima- 
ginative people will be bored 
whether they're whittling Nothing 
Sticks, living in a middle-class su- 
burb or tearing things down. It lias 
nothing to do with the times." 

Uncle Jim rolled his eyes. He 
thought the Old Man's ego was 
showing, but he didn't want to 
argue, so he let the comment pass 
and changed the subject. 

"I wonder what ever happened to 
those Siamese twins," he said. 

Old Man Witherspoon picked up 
his Dr Pepper and took one last 
sw ig. Then he tossed the empty can 
into a nearby trash barrel. 

"'The last time they were through 
here they didn't pull much busi- 
ness." he said. "I guess the freak 
fans got tired of seeing "em." 



Watching the 'Sex Pistols' fans seemed to hold as much excitement as 
the stars themselves Sunday night in San Antonio. At left, Karen Crisp 
of Austin dances to one of the 'Pistols' tunes. At top is lead singer 
Johnny Rotten with his bass player, Sid Vicious, , in background. — 
Staff photos by Charles Barksdale. 



ex Pistols act turns violent 



By MIKE ULLMANN 
Kni.;lanrl 's i 1 1 I'd i ii< i n h Sex Pistols 

pleached llll'ir 1,'OSpcl 1)1 Violence III 

people here Sunday iilijlil 

Hue band member was 111! in Ihe 
face Willi a cream pie. file I), mil re- 
taliated by eliibbiiiK Hie pie llunu rr 
\\>IU a 1,'iiilar. 

Tiie punk reek uroup has ,ua <l .i 

world-wide reputation fur \ 0111111111.!. 
slimil HP: obscenities ami si rippm;..: 
ilui'iiu; llieir shows. 

Banned in se\eral iniinlnes. they 
uere firs' (lenieil \ isas lo \ isll Ihe 
Lulled Stales because of I he cri- 
minal records of s' U ' " ' ofr 1 he band 
members. " 

Thousands of people lined up 011I- 
side Randy's Kodeo 111 nearfree/.itii; 
ueath.er Sunday n i 1* h 1 to hear 
.Inhnny Rotten. Sid Vicious and the 
rest of Hie band perform. 

lake many social events, many 
came In be seen, nol lo see the show. 

Milt instead of familiar eveiiini; 
dress, some of I lie crowd wore 
latlerod T-shirts and safely pins 
llirmiKh their noses. 

One man shaved his head and 
painled a red streak down Ills skull 
lie wore six safety, pins tiiriiipih his 



nose, three more Ihrniiph each ear 
and one apparent Iv pushed Ihrnunh 
(Mi ll cheek 

Tile safely pins were lake, how 
ever A stand 111 our 101 uer ol III. 
budding did a brisk business selling 
"Punk Pins" for SI cu ll 

( )ne i.;irl u i»ri • a skin I uilli purple 
panls and a skimpy, sliinv bailer 
Several i^irls danced with their 
shirts lllilail lolled In I he w aist , 

The fans' T-shirts uere as explicit 
as the Sex Pistols' sunes Some 
slnrls rend "Kiss Me, Kill Me." 
"Sex," Deslio.v and "Tile 
Vibrator." 

Teens in nppisd T-shirts n'lade 
ohseelie j,;estlires at anvnlio who 
looked like a photographer. Other 
would-be "punks" slai/ed shows for 
the television cameras 

The croud was mostly yuunj.;. and 
many had "minor" idenl ifical inn 
lacs stapled on their shirts (maids 
checked the a«e of everyone who 
came in Ihe door 

Inside. Ihe croud spread mil lo sil 
in foldine chaM-^iir on Mir beer- 
slamed floor. ' \ 

Although ..some p\tnk rock fans 
dressed for the show . Hie majority of 



ISl I 



dollies Some sal llii'nupji Ihe entire 
event without even a smile 

The warmup band saiii" soni;s like 
"I |ust can I u ait lo i;et 111 your 
pants" lo prepare the croud lor Ihe 
Sex Pistols 

The e- \ cm started al X p m 
Shortly before 1 1 p in the Pistols 
flliall.v came out lo play. They let! 
abuul tuidiiiclil 

The punk rock rjroup u as ^reeled 
uilli a shower of beer cans from 
customers who crowded around Ihe 
sla|.;e. makiuc, 11 almost impossible 
lor others lo see the band al all 

The rain of beer cans kept up 
IhniUMhoiil Ihe perhn malice After 
Ihe show, the slaj.;e was htlered with 
cans, pom-poms and clothes thrown 
it the snivel's 

Obscene 

In ret urn . the Sex Pistols made 

ibseeue gestures al Ihe audience 

and sens d more obseenil les 

During Ihe show hand nieiuhers. 
\\ hn wore their .miliars around Iheir 
lelv Is. lumped around and v riled a 



One player took off his shirt It 

as almost impossible to under- 



stand what I bey were sa\ inc. 

Many customers were loudly ibs 
.ousted W illi Mm- e\ el ll Many stal led 
lonv 1 1 lj ', shortly alter 1 1 1 1 Sex Pistols 
slarled |il. iv iuj' 

( hie maii said he came because 

"Si 1 1 1 ) 1 1 ! - s moiiii: In happen I'm 

sure Ills verdict alter !lh' eolleerl 

I'bev slink 

Some fans Ihnuj'h. liked Ihe inn 

sic so llllleli Ibev danced shollled 
sill 1 ir ill I hr words and even 1 1 led in 
climb inside Ihe massive speakers 
al each end of the staije 

( )ne leen ripped he. slur! hall nil 
poured a can of beer ov or Ins head 
and then slarled Inline the can wilh 
his teeth 

'file eolleerl drew people Irolll all 
over Texas and even Ironi nihil 

slates 

Debi Tnbev , IK. came all Die ways. 
Ironi Albii(|Ui'l (|Ue 

I Iblllk Ihe Sex Pistols are Kle.il 

bin I reallv waul In ■■ them in 

I .oiiduii . ' she -..nd ' 'Tin v a 111 I 
conna do .iiix l 1 1 1 1 ll.'. here because ol 
Ihe v lec squad 

YoUIIL', people veil llll'oll.yll Hie 

audience pussm;; out .lesiis hlera 
lure as the evening closed 



